[The bronchial arteries and their anastomoses with the coronary arteries].
We studied bronchial arteries (BA) and their anastomoses with coronary arteries in 53 adult subjects (30 female and 23 male, mean age 82) and one 2 month old child. Each subject had 1 to 4 BAs, born from an area on the anterior side of the descending aorta measuring less than 2 cm in diameter in 62 percent of the cases and never exceeding 4 cm in the other cases. In 6 cases BAs vascularize the left auricle; more than half of all cases had an anastomose with the coronary arteries: 11 with the right coronary artery and 9 with the left one. These anastomoses preserve the vascularization of the carina after a cardio-pulmonary transplantation. The may have a function of vascular supply in some coronarian patients and the study of associated coronary pathology gives confirmation of it in one fourth of the cases.